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m e  matrott 8’ CollnciI, 

s e qu os1 Ll y r U- 
inicinecl for two 
y e w  in chitrgo 
of the childrun‘s 
wwd. 8110 then 
went out t o  Aus- 
tralia to tako up 
private nursing 
in Sydney. Of 
this experienco 
Miss O’Connor 
\v 1- i t e s :- “I 
greatly regretted 
that it WRY not; 
until after I left 
England that pri- 
vate nurses mero 
sent out froni the 
hospital where 
I trained, con- 
se qu  en  t 1 y in y 
idees u ~ r o  very 
vctgne as regards 
the numbor of 
II ccoiiiplislinieii 1s 
required f n w  ih 
tritined nurso in 
the Colonies. T 
was not left; long 
in doubt, ~ O W -  
ever, RS iny firfit 
case wns that of 
i~ perfectly help- 
lem wonian, mho, 
to add to the 
ditliculties, kept 
8 boarding-house 
fo r  work ni U n . 
But the cr$wniiig 
poinbwasrenched 
when, upon my 
arrivd, tho one 
and only inuid 
departed a t  Y.la3(J 
p In., lewing nm 
alone. I uslied 
Lhe men to luave 

vurtisud for ib 
liext dtLy tt11tl I d -  

?xititoxin, bu t  after its use the work was nob so dopress- 
ing, and I contiiiuod in it for five years.” Three 
ears ago Miss O’Connor was appointed Matron of 

$apier Hospital, New Zcnland. 
“It wits,” she says, “soon after my arrival in the 

Culony that tho Act fIJr the Statu Registration of 
IiniimlNursos \v:ts pitssed. IVe wore all very deliglited 
id)nnt it, ibnrl fcol tliitt N~H. Cir;tce Neill and Di. 
r i  

MISS M. E. O’CONNOR. 

__ ~ Mitcgregor have 
done a areat deal 
for t G  nursing 
ivorld, and the 
nllrsus through- 
out  the Colony 
arc very grttte- 
fal, for we realise 
how iuuch it 
inems to the 
public :LS well as 
uurselves. (‘ Wefreyuent- 
ly lieitr of women 
puttkg on n 
uurse’s uniform 
ancl taking .up 
private nursing 
lcfter four or five 
nionths’ hospital 
experience, iLnd, 
to nialw matters 
xorse for the 
pntients, those 
people h ~ v e  fre- 
quently been dis- 
missed froin our 
hospit. d 1 d as un- 
suitable. Surely 
well-trained and 
c e r t i f i c a t e d  
nu r ses  deserve 
some l i ~ ~ l l m a r l ~  
to disLinguish 

1 them from such 
as the above. 
(‘1 sincerely 

hope that, with 
the New Year, 
S t : t t e  Regis -  
tribtion will be 
grunted to our 
nurses ;U5 home. 
It would seem 
that the home 
public clre very 
slow in realising 
bhab such a step 
would be a pro- 
tection to  them- 
selves, or, a t  any 
rate, to their 

sick. My sliorL esperience of the eEect of State 
Registration of Nurses is that new probationers enter 
into tlreir work with niore het~rt and enthusiasm. So 
keen is the desire for knowledge that my Maori day 
pupils itslied if they niight be allowed to attend the 
uurses’ lectures, and I find thst if a nurse fails in her 
tirst Stute exainination it has s very stimulating effect 
upon other nurses, for failure m a n s  a longer training.” 
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